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REJOYCING 


IN A 


Day of —— 


Ecelel. vii. 14. 


15 the D of Proſperity be Joyful, but in the 
D =Dg Adver ſit ſity confider : God alſo hath 
| ſet the one over againſt oft the other, to the 


end that Man Jhould find nothing after . 


MV the Day is meant any Time or 

| Seaſon, whether of ſhorter or longer 
Continuance, as God the Author 

and Diſpoſer of Times and Seaſons {hall 


5 unto us. By ; 


— — 


3 „ 
- 
* 


— . — : 


F, | ü : 
8 6 | $ 
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By a Day of Proſperity is meant any hap: 
py juncture of Affairs, private or publick, 
when' it goeth well with us, and God 
poureth out his Benefit, or any obe de 
Bleffing on us. N35 a as 


7 


* 


By being Joyful is meant a Com lacen- 
cy. of Mind, and the ſhewing all ſuitable 
Expreſſions. of Gratitude - and Gladneſs, 
for the Mercies that. God is - pleas'd to 


give us ſo richly to enjoy. 


By a Day of Adverſity is meant the Mid- 


night of that former Day, a Cloud on the 
| Reverſe of Light and Fire, a time of 


Trouble and fore Trial; and by Conſi- 
dering in that Day is meant a Reflexion 


on the Uncertainty of this World, or 


rather on the Sins andꝰ Follies that may 


_T deſerv d that fatal Change. Nn bir 


By God's ſitting the One over againſt the 


Other, is meant the manifold Wiſdom of 
Providence interchanging ' the Scenes of 
Human Life, and in the Courſe of this 


r 


07 0 
World bringing about a Succeſſion 8 
ah and Grief, as of Heat arid Cold, 


00 i Darkneſs men to one ano- 


Do the ak that Alan ſhould find EY 
after him, does ſeem to mean, that ſuch 
' a: vicifitade of humane Affairs makes 
up the Circle. of this lower World; the 
future State alone is unchangeable, and 
eternally the ſame with that God, who 
is without | Variableneſs or Shadow of _ 


ing. 


By the wi Verſe we © cok to un- 
derſtand; that under any favourable Dif- 
pu of Providence, it is our Duty 
10 be Comfortable and Cheerful: But 
not . to. betray the Mirth of Fools, not 
to loſe. our Selves in the extravagance of 
ſenſual carnal Sinners. We ſhould be 
wiſely moderate in our well-temper'd Ex- 
prefſions of Joy: Alway remembring 
there is need of being Sedate and Seri- 
ous, even in the midſt of Joy and Tri- 
umph. Thou knoweſt not what may be 


— 


« g . 5 
on the Morrow: In the — * of Lingh 


ing it may be ſoon a Time to Mourn. 


The Days of Proſperity and Ad verſity 


have their courfe and change appointed 
to them. Nothing durable! The Eve- 
ning and the Morning that make the Day, 

break in and tread upon each other. 2 
prepar'd for all Events; in à good Day 
put not the evil one too far from you. 


In the Day of. Proſperity rejoyce, but in the 


Day of Adverſity conſider : God alſo hath ſet 
the one over againſt the other, to the end = 
Man ſhould find nothing after him. 


We ought to thank God and to con- 
gratulate one another, that our preſent 
Thoughts are taken up with the former 
part of this Text; that our Eyes are 
dleſt with a fignal and ſurprizing Day of 


Froſperity; and our Hearts invite us, con- 
ſtrain us, to be Joyful i in it. 


Out of "WY 8 of 5 N 


eur Mouths ſhall ſpeak thy Praiſe, O God. 


Let me direct * moſt rational 8 moſt 


17 . regions 


OS 0 7 My Ne 
A religious Mays and Means Or 
| fall in ws & __ ket oh d. 25 os 


Noe an 42 
Fe then In un Day e \Poallpe 
a yg of ter hat 


ye muſt call. to an ea 
it is God who doth proſper us in that Day, 
the good Gift came down from above; from 
the Father of Lights; und the Author of 
all Mercies. Poſt tho count chyffelf a 
happy Man? - Recolle& wich Morhing- 
Thoughts," that it was not tfry auſpicious 
Fate or Deſtiny lit eee en lucky 
Chance or Förtüne; chat brought bout 
this Happineſs unto thee; but it was the 
fee Bounty and tender Kindneſs of thy 
God thy good and igracious God, be- 
— 95 he had a Favbur unto thee. "Say, 
Awake 0 80 er er be ee Senſible and 
„ + rm TY YH . oy Ho $537 
This was Aſp — of 
Facob ; when God had proſpet d his Con- 
Aition, and — him by Angels 
in his 'ha ppy Progreſs:'toward Peace and 
Nlenty; then he'renounces his /own:Merit 
| and N _ n this humble and 
See eee e yoo! TR 


. 


eneind Acknowledgment to: God, Cen. 


derable force I ahd. over ry 


pooy 


10. I ami notewbriby 
1 Mercies, and of of all the 


22 be leaſt of all 
ruth; which thou 


ust - ſhenf nta thy Servabt ;, fer. with my 


Staff 4 paſs\d over , Jordan, and nom 4 _ 
am become to Bands; i. e. Far beyond 
Deſerts. 1 N thy good Provi- 


dence © Godbrhaz been my-only: Guide, 


and. Support, and Sucteſs; with invonſi- 


Jortlan, and 
now, like that River, very my courſe” hath ga- | 
ther'd Strength, -randhil am üble to; divide 


5 my Watgrs/3o-iffrent: Steam Fa: = p 


| Alaſs?- Hoi eee —_ Gods 
Mercitay if; we are anmindful; off th 
a ms of God in them? So indeed our 
teedy Swine devour the. Fruit that fal- 

Toth on the Gound, without locking 
to the Tree from hence it falleth: And 
{ſo the wild Aſſes quench) their: Thirſt, they 


* .tefrefb themſelves in the Water Brooks, 
without regarding the Fountain from 
wrhence they flow. But ſhall Man dixke- 
ſvriſe be ſo void of Underftanding;® as to 
| cateh up any _ without reflecting 


who 


poſtle argue? ra ons” of Fe. Who. maketh | 
thee. to differ from another ? And what i haſt 
thou that thou idſt ont receide? Nom af 


Wo nen ch, nor a 3 
7 2411 10 £4 07! 23} * 225 IS ; 
Jobis db the ts Wal 
Soodneſs be Bel ouglit more! eſpecially 
to be made in any time of Victory over 
our Enemies; when we muſt not affect 
or aſſume the Glory to aur ſelues ; but 
9 offer it as. qa Sacriſce due to the 
Lord of Hoſts, a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
_ "Thankſgiving — 2 and well plea- 
ſſing in bis t. PNA For 
_ not — an Ppoſſeſhon” W TP 
Sword, neither mus it tbeir own» Am that 
| belpitl them: thy right: Hand and thine 
p and als —_— 3 Cauntenance, be- 
| cauſt thou hadſt 4 Favour unto them. The 
very (Heathens underſtood: Mar 0 be 2 
neceſiary Appeal to Heaven; and 1 
they obtained any eminent Succeſs, their 
natural Notion x ee Gods had 1b 
8 the Cauſe on * (ide; aui 


gem —_ | ** 


 #hou didſt receive it, mii 3 29215 1 
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1 7 10 R 
| they matelthelr.g lad Oblations for t tat dr 
vine-Juſtice! and Sammie done unto them. 
And yet they were blinded «thro' Igno- 
rance af the true God; they talkt of an 
Alea Belli, a throwing of the Dye or the 
Chance in War: Whereas we know that 
no Event is meerly fortuitous ; or if there 
be ua Lot caſt into the Latz yet the whole 
diſpoſing thereof is of the Lond. Where 
fore let us look upward, and make this 
our firſt Duty in any Day of Proſperity, 
to remember that it is God * —_— __ 
mo. wor ft 


Secondly, Our ſecond Dary i in a lm of 
Proſperity is, To look near, and ſearch 
“ into the Ways of God's "Wiſdom and 
4 Goodneſs, to ſee how and in what 


e manner he _— out 1 Profj ork 
G bc for us. 1 ET BIN Ba AT 


FS 
* 
* 


ae Perſors take” in the inultitude of 
God's Mercies as it were by Content, 
without troubling; themſelves. to enquire . 
into the particular Value of them: They 
_ only in TT on view the full 


"nm 


* 


(3 ) 
Heap, without turning. over any part orb 

it.“ This is but a ſloveniy way of Inad- 
vertence and of wretched Negligence. So 

the haſty Traveller by Night caſteth up 
his Eyes by chance, and ſpieth the Firma- 
ment full of Stars, and yet ſtayeth not to 
contemplate the Order and Beauty of them. 
The Works of God are great and marvel 
lous, if they are ſought - out of them | who 
Bade Pleaſure therein: hey are ſo excel- 
lently done, that they will bear the neareſt 
and' the ſtricteſt View: At #' diſtance we 
have but a ſlight and imperfect Glance ; 
we muſt approtich and ſee them as it were 
Face to Face, if we would be let into the 
Myſteries of Glory in them. Every hap- 
py Revolution of Affairs, hangeth on # 
Thain of Providences ſo fine, and ſo 2 
quiſitely linkt together, that a 'heedleſs Eye 
can by no means difcern the various'Con- 


__necion of it: There muſt be cloſe! and 


intimate Obfervation and Reſearch, to ear- 
4 along yu "On N. _ from Eaves 
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would turn back and look up, they could 
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Cauſes did combine, 


88 3 
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If private Perſons in their: Proſperity 


did = ſeriouſly conſider, what a maze 
of Difficulties 


— ha ve run through. what 
a train of Bleſſings have waited and croud- 
ed on them, and how ſome of their chief 
Misfortunes have unaccountably turn'd o 
their beſt Advantage! I ſay; if they 


not but admire and adore the wonderful 
zoednels-of God toward them. But pub- 
lick States and Kingdoms have often a 
more remarkable [ſhare in God's wiſe or- 


7 — and diſpoſing their Peace and Safe - 


=] ty. We our ſelves have ſeen a Reſtaura. 1 0 
tion of Church and State, — — 
deliverance of them in a later Revol 


ian: 
Both in ſuch a high time 
ſo miraculous a manner, that we are in a 
Dream every time we think of them. Ef. 
peciallyx theſe of you - who know the {e- 
cret Operations "> 'em, how different 
and how divided 
Hearts did unexpeRedly and almoſti-jun- 
deſignedly unite to help bring about what 
God was „ How . Fears de- 


preſt 


e, and both after 


0 of ) Fl 
pteſt the ſtronger” gde, anch how 
even againſt Hope dic raiſe" the weaker? 
And how in both Cafes, the whole Work 
was done by an Impreffiv on the Minds 
of Men, without lifting up their Hands, 
without ſhedding r God's 1 are 
not as our nen ee ib eu 
. Jolly od ai 2041163 53} bng Mts 9701 100 5 
1s1!Phib: Experience of we tte Wiſdom 
of Providence, oa inſtruct us upon any 
riew Scene f S, to take more — a 
tranſient View, 2 upon the 
publick Merey; till wwe begin at leaſt to 
comprehend the Heighth and the of 
it. They are the ſtrange Greutnſtancès that 
_ endear and ernoblè every Action. We do 
not rightly underſtandt any Motion, till we 
narrowly ſearch and diſcern, what latent 
Powers there be to gwe the Impulſe, and 
bor maintain the n pn 1-15 Viiha 

19719 0 M99E en 101 

Ther 10 the Threats of à dréadfal Si iege, 

the Winds and the Waves; "which are at 

Sod's Command, ſhould retard 60 form. 

ing of it} Welt therein tif begun upon 

1 * Project)" maſt: have fatally | m_— 
val 


« — 


vaibd: That this 14 however Ames 
4 ſhould be ſo forcibly. carry'd on, as 
to be within 4 Day or two of certain 
Succeſs ; and yet avidin that Day or 
two that Help ſhould come in tir 


need, as it were flying on the Wings of 
the Wind, driving away a numerous Fleet 
before them, and ſo pouring in Relief 
when the laſt Breath was drawing! That 
$ formidable Army ſhould then de filent 
n their Fears, s ſwift in their Re- 
wee, and not mind the eclipſiug of their 
Naters Glory, tho a bare Jealouſy of 
ſo doing was once a pretended Cauſe of 
War! That this one Diſgrace, was 
ſibly to be cover'd, ſending Quies 
for the ſpeedier Engagement in another 
Place: That ſo in Diftrefs and Storm, 
one Wave of Calamity might ſerve to 
carry on another! That an 1 ſhould 


— E 4 
_ 5 
: * 
199 
> K 
” = 


for this reaſon ſeem to offer Patel, who - 


| had learn'd all the Arts of evading Bat- 


tel! That their appearing to make the 
firſt Onſet, ſnould be an Appearance on- 


Iy! That our braver Troops ſhould diſ- 
dain to ret a Charge, ſhould i in their 
| wonted 


* 


th) 
Wionted manner prefer the making of it! 
That our General, the Soul of All, 
ſhould breath in every part, and dare to 
be more than once ready to expire; and 
yet that the pretious Life ſhould be bound 
up in the Hand of God, to animate the 
whole Body, and invigorate every Mem- 
ber of it! That this valiant Leader ſhould 
not ſtop but in abſolute Victory, nor then 
fhould ſtop, but preſs. on to uſe, and f 
improve, and to enjoy the Victory; ies 


make the Purſuit, if poſſible, be more = 


Glorious' than the Defeat; to break, 
ſcatter the People that ſhall no more 98. 
light in War; to demand, to accept the 
Surrendry of Fottreſſes, Cities, and whole 
Provinces; to do in a few Days what 
would have rewarded our Hopes, if they 
had been deferr'd to ſeveral Years! This 
and more 1s God's doing, and the more 
nearly we behold it, the moreꝭ marvel- 
lous will it be in our Eyes! It will en- 
gage us to this ſecond Duty in our Day 
of Proſperity, which is, © To look near 
« and ſearch into the ways of God's 
6! Wiſdom | and . to ſee how 
| C and 


UI. 


(a3 .- 


« and in what manner he. wrought out. 


7 


« that Proſperity | for Us. 57 


Thirdly, A third Duty in the Day of 
our Proſperity, is, To be Moderate, 
* Meek and Prudent, not to ſwell with 
« Pride, nor be exalted out of meaſure.” 
As is the Infirmity of many leſſer Souls, 
who cannot bear the being Great; the 
higher they advance, the more their Heads 
turn ; the more Oftentation, Vain-glory, 


and Inſolence, till their proud Boaſting 
does meet with ſome terrible Rebuke ; 


and then the moreexalted they were in their 


proſperous Eſtate, the more Abject and 
Contemptible they will lye down in the 
 --: 3 


It was thus with vain Nebuchadnezzar, who 
would have all the Nations bow. down to 
the Image that he had affected to ſet up; 
and was full of his great ſwelling Words, 


Dan. 4. 30. Is not this (ſays he) great Ba- 
bylon that I have built for the Houſe of the 


Kingdom, by the Might of my Power, and for 
the Honour of my Mavſty Till to humble : 


* 
. 
Wo . 
— 
5 


( 19 ) 
him, a Voice fell from Heaven, ſaying, 
The Kingdom is departed from thee. And 
ſo he became the dull Image in his own 
Dream, Dan. 11. 32. miſerably degenera- 
ting from a Head of fine Gold, to Feet part 
of Iron and part of Clay. It is thus with 
many other weak People, who can afford 
to contain themſelves while their Bounds 
are narrow; but when they come to en- 
large their Wealth and Dominion, then 
are they full of themſelves, Deſpiſers of 
other Men, Haughty, Imperious, Inſuffer- 
able; and nothing can reſtore them to a 
ſound Mind, but. the being once more re- 


duc'd to a low Degree. 


Let us prepare our Heart againſt Temp- 

tation: Let us learn in our Day of Proſ- 

rity to keep Wiſdom and Religion; 
Journ to bear a happy Change, without 
betraying Prodigality and Affectations of 
Pride: Not to let our Paſſions flow in too 
faſt upon our Fortunes, but to walk hum- 
| bly in our higheſt Station. Eſpecially to 
avoid the Temptations ariſing from any 
quick and amazing Progreſs of our Arms: 
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The Temptations of  vaunting our ſelves; 
and reviling our Adverſaries, and of doing 
as the Greeks and Romans did, borrowing the 
Vices and Vanities of thoſe we Conquer. 
We have ſeen and certainly have deſpiſed 
their vain ways of magnifying every Action; 
of Proceſſioning and Singing for every lit- 
tle Advantage; of ſtriking Medals, and 
raiſing Statues, and forming Inſcriptions, and 
labouring for many Devices, with Flattery, 
with Arrogance, with Blaſphemy i it ſelf. All 


ſuch falſe ways let us utterly abhor. / Truth 


is a plain Thing, and needeth no Inventi- 
ans; and a true Greatneſs of Mind is above 
the World and the Pomps of it. The wor- 
thieſt Heroes have been the leaſt fond of 
their own: Glory; have been calin, even, 
and unaffected. Men; have ſet a wiſe Exam- 
ple of this third Duty in a Day of Proſperi- 
ty, which is, To be ee Meek 
« and Humble.” ; 


Fourthly, In the Day of Proſj perity we 
ſhould ll remember, To be Sedate and 
4 Serious, and Sober and Temperate in all 
4 Things within our own Command, and 
8 conſtantlyc on our Guard. „5 


cm) 


Many loofe People do make their Proſ- 
perity an occaſion of Riot and Exceſs, of 
many fooltſh. and hurtful Luſts; and pro- 
poſe nothing but the Pleaſures of Sin for 
that abuſed Seaſon of Gladneſs. A fatal 
way of Rejoycing for Men to be ſwallow'd 

up in Senſuality, and run away from them- 
ſelves in Tranſports of Frolick and Mad- 
neſs. True Joy is not to loſe our Senſes, 
burt to raiſe them into more quick and live- 
ly Apprehenſions of the Divine Goodneſs, 
and our own Felicity. The Aſſignations 
for Drunkenneſs and Revels can ſerve only 
for the Mirth of Fools, the Crackling of 
Thorns, the ſhort Blaze, and the offenfive 
Smoak. Therefore ſaid Solomon, the Proſ- 
 perity of | Fools ſhall deſtroy ' them, i. e. Men 
of Levity: and. ungovern'd Humour, who- 
have not Diſcretion to. make a right and: 
ſober Uſe of God's Bleſſings, but offer up 
their Joys, as the Sacrifice of Fools, in a rio- 
tous and extravagant way of Living: They 
ſoon make an end of their Subſtance, or: 
perhaps of themſelves. Happier Men, if 
they had leſs proſper d in the World 15 | 


(22) 


We know the time, when a glorious Re- 
ſtitution of the King and Royal Family, 
and a Reſtauration of the Government af- 

ter many Years interruption, was a Bleſſing 

too great for the generality of People to uſe 
wiſely, or well to bear. They. indulg'd 
themſelves in Liberties, which they thought 
at that time excuſable ; till a Habit of Diſſo- 
luteneſs was coming on, that threaten d to 

Corrupt the Age, and even to Deſtroy a li- 

centious Nation. Any like opportunity of 

univerſal Triumph may expoſe us to the like 

Temptations and Dangers, if we be not 

Sober, and Reſerv.d, and Watchful ; not 

turning this Grace of God into Wantoneſs, 

but holding faſt our Prudence and a good 
_ Conſcience, and fo ſanctifying our great 

Succeſles by a worthy Uſe of them: It is fo 

far alone, we any way deſerve em, or indeed 

any way enjoy . b 5 


If in the midſt of our exceeding Happt- 
neſs, we only grow more Soft and Senſual, 
greater Libertines, and looſer Companions: ; 
then do we ſadly proſtitute the „ ar | 


=. 
God to the Service of the wicked One, and 
his Wages of our Sin may be temporal De- 
ſtruction, as well as a Damnation that muſt 
be eternal. For we are then doing our Ene- 
mies Work for them, which they could not 
do themſelves : We are diſpiriting an Eng- 
lib People, and preparing them to be weax- 
er than their Neighbours. For tis a miſe- 
rable Miſtake that ſome Men commit in 
thinking, that Drunkenneſs is a Principle of 
Courage: It is fo of Ferity and Bruitiſh- 
neſs : It is ſo for Quarrelling and Fighting 
with Friends and one another. But martial 
Valour requires the Sound and the whole 
Man, not to ruſh like the Horſe into Battel, 
but to have Foreſight and deliberate Reſo- 
lution. Hence there never was in Hiſtory 
a perfect General, fam'd for unerring Con- 
duct, and bleſt with a Series of continual 
Succeſs, but one who knew how at all 
Hours to be Maſter of himſelf, not volup- 
tuous, but with a Soul at liberty to think, 
and to execute at any Minute without ſur- 


prize. So much it is a Duty in a Day of 


: Proſperity, ** To be Sober and Temperate 
Sant Thing,” 1 9; Wo: 
N — | Fifrbly, 


(4). 
V. Fifthly, A fifth Duty ſeaſonable in a Day 
of Proſperity, is, To Rejoyce with Cha- 
« rity and Love, not to deſpiſe or forget 
the Calamities of them that Mourn. 


Private Perſons and Bodies of Men under 
any grievous Adverſity, do juſtly deſire to 
be remember d and relievd. And there- 
fore if any of thoſe Perſons or Bodies ſhould 
emerge from their Affliction, they ſhould 
not forget the Miſeries of thoſe who were 
lately Fellow-ſufferers with them; who 
| having been Partakers of their evil Things, 
ſhould be now made Partakers of their good 
Things. Or elſe it is Ingrateful and ſfome- 
what Inhuman! And yet this is often the 
Baſeneſs of a great part of Mankind: In a 
common Affliction they cry for equal Help, 
but when they themſelves: are deliver d, 
it ſufficeth; they have a ſeparate Intereſt 
to ſerve, they betray, or at beſt they neg- 
lea, their late Friends, Such  unthankful 
and unholy Men were cenſur'd by the Pro- 
 phet Amos, when redeem'd from Diſtreſs 

and Danger, then they Eat and Drank, and 
| 4 1 Anoint- 


TH) = 
Anointed themſelves, and all the while were 
not grieved for the AfifFion of Joſeph, i. e. 
would not be ſenſible of the Sufferings of 
others, when their own turn was ſerv'd. 


Bauch like hard Uſage may be long the 
Neglect, and at laſt the Neceſſity of ſome 
declining Power! Not to keep the fond Pro- 
miſe of reſtoring Princes, and of diſpoſing 
Crowns and Empires; but to leave his AG 
ſociates in Diſgrace and irrecoverable Ruin. 
| Whereas this can never be the Overſight, nor 
the Inability (we hope) of righteousand ho- 
nourable Allies, whoſe end of War is Peace 
to all the World, who take up Arms to re- 
lieve the Oppreſled; to bring back the Per- 
ſecuted, to let the Slaves go free, to do 
Right to All who ſuffer Wrong; and fo to 
fet a generous Example to this fifth Duty in 
the Day of Proſperity, which is, © To 
Rejoyce with Charity and Love, not to 
«& deſpiſe or forget the Calamities of them 
„ that Mourn.“ e 55 


Sixthly, A fixth Duty in our Day of Proſ- VI. 
perity, is, To ſhew Mercy and 3 | 


on, 
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(26) 
“ Gon, not to inſult the worſt of Enemies, 
e nor to delight in any meer Revenge upon 
= them.” 8 ; 1 0 | 85 * - 


A Retaliation of Injuries 1s the falſe Ba- 
lanee, and is indeed Deceitful and Abomi- 
nable. And yet this is the frequent Dealing 
of the World: We hunt down an Adverſa- 
ry for the Sweetneſs of being Reveng'd up- 
on him: and therefore upon any Advan- 
tage gain'd: we ſpare him not; we tread 
and trample on him with utmoſt Indignati- 
on and Fury. This is commonly the Fer- 
ment of a weak and cowardly Diſpoſition: 
They moſt inſult their Enemies who were 
moſt afraid of em; when they prevail, their 
Anger is Fierce, and their Mercies are Cru- 
el. But the brave and excellent Spirit know- 
eth how to ſpare; 1s alway generous to a 
yielding Foe, and having Conquer'd him 
inte Submiſſion, gaineth another Victory by 
giving Liberty and Life. It is an Attribute 
of God communicable to good Men, to 
bave Compaſſion, and in the midſt of Judg- 
ment to remember Mer. 


How- 


tm) 


However our Easier dd once - exalt 
Ae ves againſt All that fell into their 

mercileſs Hands, Plundering, Ravaging, 
Burning, laying waſt, and turning Earth in- 


to a Place of ne, | Let us ſhew a con- 


trary example of Courage and Clemency in- 
| ſeparable. Thoſe who ſubmit will have the 
utmoſt Favour of the Articles given to them; 

the Sick and Wounded will find Refuge in 
our Hoſpitable Tents, and a Relief from the 


Hands that nobly Hurt them: The Priſo- 
ners will rejoyce in this, that their Capti- 


vity in our Land ſhall be eafier than what 


they call Liberty in their own. For (I ſay) 
the exerciſing Cruelty and the enjoying Re- 
venge, are not the Property of Conſcience 
and Honour. God abhorreth the Blood- 
thirſty and deceitful Man, and often re- 
payeth him that he hath deferv'd. Proud 

Adonibezek mangled his Royal Captives, and 

made them gather their Meat under his Ta- 
ble ; but at laſt he was brought down 
to Sigh and Say, As I have done ſo God 


hath requited me, Judg. 1. 7. Tyrants and 


nes ae have rarely ton d in this Life; 
D 2 | to 
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to put us in mind of this Duty! in a Day of 
Proſperity, © The ſhewing Mercy and Com- 


< paſſion, not inſulting the worſt of Ene- | 


„ mies, nor delighting i in any mn Re- 
« dene upon them.“ 


1 Another Duty in our ir Day of 
Proſperity, is, To agree the better among 
© our ſelves; and with one Heart and Mind 
« to eee enjoy thofe common Mercies, 
that God hath. vouchſafed to Sivet unto us. 3 


All publick Rejoycing ſuppoſes a * 


Conſent of the fame People, in the fame- 


Senſe of their univerſal Happineſs; and a 
joynt Inclination more effectually to Love 
and to Serve one another: Whatever is a 
national, Safety and Glory muſt command 
the Affections, the natural Affections, of all 
that belong to that Nation. To envy the 
Sueceſs of our common Cauſe, does betray 
a foreign Heart, and Blood eſtranged from 
us. If any within our own Land can be 
grieved for their Enemy's Loſs and Re- 
proach, they muſt at leaf diſſemble, they. 
muſt conceal that ſhameful Grief ; for to 


, = 


dare to own it, would be an inſufferabfe 
Thing. However, if there be any ſuch 
Enemies of our own Houſe, and we can not- 
withſtanding ſecure our Houſe, let us try 
to overcome Even their Evil with our Good. 


It is an unhappy Change in ſome Men, 
that while they are in Trouble, they com- 
mend Mercy and Moderation; but in Prof. 
perity they likewiſe fit down in the Seat of 
the Scornful, and exercife that very Do- 
minion and Oppreſſion, which they fo late- 
ly condemn'd in others. As Amos 6. 3. They 
put far away the evil Day, and cauſe the Seat 
e Violence to come near. They before ſuffer d 
under Tyranny and Perſecution ; and yet 
they practice them, as if they had never felt 
them. This is want of Religion; and even 
of that moral Gallantry, to which ſome pre- 
tend without Religion. The wife and virtu- 
ous Souls will not be fo corrupted by Proſpe- 
rity; they in their Grandeur will be ſtil[ Cool, 
and Calm, and Mild, and Moderate. For 
why, Wrath and Violence ſerve only to pro- 
voke Man, and to incenſe the merciful God. 
In every Age and Nation, thoſe riſing Pow- 

15 Ge ers 
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ers that would have their turn of running 
down others, as they themſelves had been 
overborn ; would Plague and Perſecute, and 
be Aveng d on thoſe, whom they remem- 
ber'd to have been their bitter Adverſaries : 
This was not their Duty, and it rarely 
proy'd their Intereſt; Men hated their Fu- 
ry, and their Fierceneſs did God reſtrain. 
In times of Calamity and Dread, there is a 

natural Handle given to ſuch Animoſities 
and fatal Strifes ; but Succeſs and Victory 

abroad, do by a ſort of neceflary Reaſons, 

eſtabliſh Peace and Union at Home. We 
ſhall live (I pray God) to ſee, that our 
Conqueſt of the common. Enemy, ſhall. o- 
vercome all other Oppoſition ; ſhall reſtore 
Charity and brotherly Love. We ella, 


VIII. Eighthly, The Duty I ſhall laſt mention, 


as completing all the reſt, is, To expreſs 

< our Joys by turning unto God the Au- 
« thor of them, and ſhewing forth his 
«. Praiſe in a more reform'd Life and Con- 
verſation.“ FIR 
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My Brethren, God of his Wiſdom © 
dealeth out his Puniſhments and his Fa- 
vours, that they may raiſe up in us a Senſe 
of his Anger and his Love; that ſo his Judg- 
ments and his Mercies may both lead us to 
Repentance. We have felt ſome Judgments 
| ſeverely, and 1 hope we have been many of 
us humbled under the mighty Hand of 
God for them. But now, thoſe Hearts that 
were too hard to be melted down by the 
Wrath of God, may however be mollify'd 
by his marvellous loving Kindneſs lately 
 ſhewn unto Us. It exceeds our Deſeripti- 
on, and almoſt our Belief! "3-500 


What an Auſpicious Glorious Reign is. 
This ? How doth the Beginning of it, (for 
eh; | ES « 

we hope the few Years paſtare but a Begin- 
ning of it) How doth it excel in Happi- 
neſs and immortal Honour the longeſt _ 

Reigns in Ages gone and paſt! As to pub- 

lick Mercies, what have we to Pray for, 
but a continuance, a long continuance af 
that Royal Eife, wherein all our Hearts are 
bound up! That alone under God wall 1 
120808 : A 
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ly encreaſe our Bleſſings ! The Progreſs of 

our Victorious Arms in many foreign Coun- 

tries; the Effects of Union, Love and Cha- 

ry in all Her Majeſty's Dominions : The 
Return of Reſt, and Peace, and Joy to all 

Europe; and the Glory of it dwelling in this 

our Land: And therefore here the Pruits of 

Righteouſneſs and true Religion; here a Ho- 

ly — 5 a peculiar People ſtedfaſt inthe 13 

Faith, and zealous. of good Works; who © 

being deliver d out of the Hands of our Ene- 

mies, may ſerve Him without Fear, in Holineſs 

and Righteouſneſs before him all the Days of 

r 


